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Philatelic Exhibitions Calendar
Asia Pacific (with Maximaphily)

Date Name Details Close Date
7-12 AUG PHILAKOREA 2014

World Stamp Exhibition
Seoul, South Korea
http://www.philakorea.com/eng/
FIP Patronage/FIAP Auspcies

Closed

14-16 
NOV

BAYPEX 2014
New Zealand National

Pettigrew Green Arena, Taradale
http://www.baypex.org.nz/

30 June 2014

1-6 DEC MALAYSIA 2014
World Youth Exhibition +
29th Asian International 
Stamp Exhibition

Kuala Lumur, Malaysia
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre
http://malaysia2014.com.my/
Patronage of FIP and FIAP

11 April 2014

16-19
APR

ANZAC SYDNEY 
EXHIBITION 2015
Australian National

Johnny Warren Sports Centre, Penshurst Park TBA

14-19 
AUG

SINGAPORE 2015
World Stamp Exhibition

Singapore, Sands Expo & Convention Centre
http://www.singapore2015.com/
FIP Patronage/FIAP Auspcies

TBA

20-23 
NOV

HONG KONG 2015
31st Asian International 
Stamp Exhibition

Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, 
Wanchai
http://www.hongkong2015stampexpo.com/
FIAP Partonage

TBA

DOES YOUR COUNTRY HAVE AN EXHIBITION YOU WISH TO PROMOTE?  SEND DETAILS TO THE EDITOR.

Welcome from the 
Editor 
Welcome to the first edition of the 

APMAX Journal.  The journal has been 

released simultaneously with the launch 

of a new website –

 www.apmaxima.com 

The website is devoted to maximaphily 

in the Asia Pacific region.  If you go 

to the website, you will find further 

information on:

1. How to register to participate in the 

online forums;

2. How to receive future editions of the 

APMAX Journal; 

3. How to use the site to your best 

advantage.

The contents of the “Home” page and 

the “How To Use” page are the only two 

pages you really need to understand.

While membership is free to anyone 

worldwide, both the website and the 

APMAX Journal focus on encouraging 

the personal creation of maximum 

cards in the Asia Pacific region, as well 

as promoting the membership base 

to participate in Asia Pacific philatelic 

exhibitions.

To access future APMAX Journals, you 

must REGISTER as a user on the website.  

Enjoy!

Daryl Kibble (kibbled@bigpond.com)

Send all articles to the editor

Personalised Stamps – New FIP Rules

A Contradiction?

The new FIP SREV 3.1 was revised recently to include:        “The 

postage stamp can be personalized on request from a client 

(individual, association, company,...), provided that it is available 

to the general public.”

Question – since when is any personalised stamp available to the general 

public?

Further, in maximaphily workshops conducted in recent times by the 

Maximaphily Commission, it has been stated that, for example, an acceptable 

example of a personalized stamp is Mon Timbreamoi (by the French post 

Chinese New Year is celebrated at 
the turn of the Chinese calendar.  
It is also known as the Spring 
Festival (the literal translation of 
the modern Chinese name).  The 
Chinese calendar is lunisolar, as 
the calendar dates indicate both 
the moon phase as well as the 
time of the solar year.  Hence the 
name – Chinese Lunar New Year.  

As a festival, Chinese New 
Year is celebrated in countries 
and territories with significant 
Chinese populations, as well 
as in Chinatowns throughout 
the world.  The Chinese New 
Year begins each year on the 
second new moon after the 
winter solstice.  This means 
the “new year” can commence 
anywhere between 21 January 
and 20 February of the Gregorian 
calendar.

The Chinese calendar in use today 
uses the “Earthly Branches”, of 
which there are twelve, to provide 
for the reckoning of time.  These 
twelve branches are also seen in 
the Chinese Zodiac.  The cycle 

traditionally 
begins with the 
Rat and ends 
with the Boar.  
Within each 
cycle are five 
elements: Fire, 
Earth, Metal, 
Water and Wood.  31 January 
2014 commences the year of the 
Wood Horse, which will end on 
18 February 2015.  Horses of the 
wood characteristic are said to be 
logical, inspirational, intelligent, 
and friendly, but also restless, 
highly-strung, and lacking in 
discernment.

Approximately 4% of the 
Australian population is of 
Chinese ancestry.  In Australia, 
there are several good locations 
to secure a cancellation each 
year for the Chinese New Year 
celebration.  First there is the 
philatelic bureau which provides 
the national first day of issue.  
Three other post offices change 
their cancellation devices each 
year to mark the celebration.

These are:

◆  Little Bourke Street (Chinatown), 
    Melbourne 3000

◆ Haymarket (Chinatown), Sydney 
   2000

◆ Cabramatta (Chinatown), NSW, 
   2166

When creating maximum cards 
for the Chinese New Year, I create 
examples from all four locations.  
Ideally for the three listed 
above, I always attempt 
to secure the exact date 
that the Chinese New Year 

commences, 
as that is the 
most relevant.  
Only if the 
date falls on 
a Sunday is it 
impossible to 
do this.

2014 CHINESE  NEW  YEAR  

YEAR  OF  THE  HORSE 

“31 January 2014 
commences the year of 

the Wood Horse” 

office).  On contacting them, they advise of the seemingly obvious – they 

are not generally available to the public!  They are private only to the person 

ordering.  Indeed the French marketing of the product even says: “booklet 

of 4 pages containing your 10 stamps”.

The general public can “create” the design of the stamp, but the end result 

is indeed private and not available to the general public.

So what is the purpose of including any personalised stamps at all?  Why 

were the Rules changed to create more ambiguity?

A forum has been opened to debate this change.  I look forward to seeing 

your comments:

http://www.apmaxima.com/?tag=personalized

www.apmaxima.com

Asia Pacific Maximaphily – APMAXIMA – www.apmaxima.com

APMAXIMA is an independent non-profit organisation which exists to provide a basis for organised 
maximaphily in Asia Pacific.  Membership is free and open to any person worldwide with an interest 
in maximaphily.

Strategic Aim

Develop an appreciation of and interest in maximaphily in the Asia Pacific region, to:

1) Promote the creation of Asia Pacific origin maximum cards having regard to Fédération 
     Internationale de Philatélie (FIP) rules; and 
2) Foster and encourage competitive maximaphily exhibits in the Asia Pacific region (on any 
     country or theme).

Strategic Objectives

The objectives of APMAXIMA are to:

1) Publish the APMAX Journal at least quarterly and free of charge, in order to reach the widest 
     possible membership base worldwide.  The journal is only available in electronic format and 
     will be posted to the www.apmaxima.com website as published;
2) Facilitate and encourage maximaphily entries from the APMAXIMA membership base into 
     National and International exhibitions throughout Asia Pacific.

Governing Document
Non-profit clause
The assets and income of the organisation shall be applied solely in furtherance of the above-
mentioned objectives and no portion shall be distributed directly or indirectly to the members of 
the organisation except as bona fide compensation for services rendered or expenses incurred on 
behalf of the organisation.

Dissolution clause
In the event of the organisation being dissolved, the amount that remains after such dissolution and 
the satisfaction of all debts and liabilities shall be transferred to another organisation with similar 
purposes which is not carried on for the profit or gain of its individual members.

Postcard:

K & BD Hong Kong Year 1906
Undivided Back
++ Rarity ++

(Score: 15 out of 16)

Unique Creation:
By Daryl Kibble

Little Bourke 
St 3000
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Do you collect 
artwork on 
Maximum 
Cards? 
Did you know that while FIP 

Guidelines 4.3 (Concordance 

of Place) allow any cancellation 

worldwide, if the artwork is 

known on the postage stamp 

of a country in which the 

artwork is to be found, then 

that country will result in the 

best maximum card.  Don’t 

waste your money buying the 

rubbish found by the hundreds 

on Ebay and Delcampe from 

other countries if you intend 

to exhibit at FIP!

EARLIEST MAXIMUM CARDS OF 

ASIA PACIFIC
What are the earliest dated 
maximum cards of the Asia Pacific 
region?

Date Country Description Stamp
THE BELOW MAXIMUM CARDS (OTHER THAN THAILAND) WERE FOUND BY ME IN POSTCARD COLLECTIONS.

IF YOU ARE KEEN ON EARLY DATED CARDS, WIDEN YOUR SEARCH BASE!

1903
24 
AUG

CHINA Chinese Dragon (Embossed & Guilded)
TCV Niuchwang to Tientsin
Russian Postcard
Ex-collection Daryl Kibble

1898
1¢ ochre
Yin Yang watermark

1906
30 
APR

JAPAN Triumphal Military Review, Army Symbols
Cancellation thematic text = earliest known on maxi 
card?
1904 Undivided Back, Japanese postcard
39-4-30 Meiji = 30 Apr 1906 (cancellation), Toyko
Ex-collection Daryl Kibble

1906 (29 Apr)
1½s blue + 3s carmine rose

1914
17 
APR

BRUNEI Brunei River Scene (Houses over Water)
TCV Brunei to Belgium via Singapore
Ex-collection Daryl Kibble

1908
1¢ green
Type I (dots bottom)

1922
5 
APR

THAILAND King Vajiravudh (Rama VI)
TCV Bangkok to Osaka (Japan)
Postcard: R Leuz & Co., Bangkok
Ex-collection Daryl Kibble

1914
5s on 6s carmine rose
Surcharged in blue

1926
23 
FEB

NEW ZEALAND 1926 Dunedin Exhibition.  World’s Fair held 1925-1926.
Exhibition buildings, Rotunda & Dome.
Postcard: Hugh & G.K. Neill Dunedin (exhibition card)
Cancellation at exhibition, Dunedin Exhibition.
Ex-collection Daryl Kibble

1925 (17 Nov)
4p red violet

1927
21 
JUN

PAPUA Lakatoi of Papua (Native mult-hulled canoe)
Austral Kodak photo postcard
Cancellation: Camaraied
Ex-collection Daryl Kibble

1919
½p pale yel grn +
1s olive grn & drk brown

2014
Year of the Wood 
Horse

Unique Creations 
by:

Daryl Kibble
(2002)

Postcard:

Woodblock published in Japan, used 1930
Year of the Horse
Artist signed
++ Rarity ++

(Score 15 out of 16)

Postcard:

Published in Japan, 1930
Year of the Horse
++ Rarity ++

(Score 13 out of 16)

Postcard:

STZF  Switzerland 1912 D/B

Horse
Artist signed

(Score 13 out of 16)

More illustrations on page 8.

Cabramatta 
2166

National First 
Day of Issue

Haymarket       
2000

12 FEBRUARY 2002 =
START OF 
CHINESE NEW YEAR

Cancellation:

8 January 2002 – 
6 January 2003

Little Bourke St

Cabramatta

Haymarket

Papua
1927

N.Z.
1926
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ONE VIEW ON GRADING 

MAXIMUM CARD CREATIONS
Po

in
ts

  A
llo

ca
ito

n

Picture Postcard Cancellation

Vintage* & Rarity

1890-1907 Undivided Back
1903 - 1914 Early Divided Back (D/B)
1915-1930 D/B + White Border era
1930-1945 Linen era
1945+ Modern era
Postcard made for stamp issue

Additional Rarity Factor
[Postcard with known rarity]

* Note:
Different countries had different date ranges.  The 
above dates are a guide only.

+ 5
+ 4

+ 3
+ 3
+ 1

+ 3

+ 2

Subject Concordance**

Unquestionable and "stands out"
Very Good
Limited
None = invalid maximum card

** Note:
Degree of subject concordance between the picture 
postcard and the postage stamp.  How close is the 
match?  Is it visually verifiable?  The exact same image 
on stamp and postcard is the ultimate concordance, 
but in itself is not necessary to achieve the maximum 
of 5 points.

+ 5
+ 3
+ 1

Type & Time^

Temporary Cancellation: illustrated or text
– In use ONE day
– In use short period
First Day Cancellation
– Ordinary cancel (circular date stamp)
– Linked thematic illustration or text
– Incorrect thematic illustration or text
    [But with correct place concordance]

Permanent Pictorial Cancellation

Ordinay Town Cancel (not First Day)
[Dated BEFORE stamp officially withdrawn]

^ The cancellation must be applied within the period 
of validity of the postage stamp.

The demonetization of postage stamps is a rare event.  
So a postage stamp issued 20+ years ago could still be 
used today.  However when creating a maximum card, 
two principles should be observed:

1.  The best maximum cards are made as close as 
possible to the issue of the postage stamp OR during 
the time period before the postage stamp has been 
withdrawn from official sale; 

2. The use of a postage stamp to create a maximum 
card after it has been officially withdrawn from sale 
is still good so long as the cancellation being used 
is a temporary (special) edition, and so long as the 
postage stamp has not been demonetized (eg. through 
the changing of national currency).

+ 5
+ 5
+ 5
+ 4
+ 2
+ 1

+ 1

FIP  INVALID  MAXIMUM  CARDS
(Common Problems = Score of ZERO = do NOT use these cards in FIP exhibition)

1. No place concordance.  The name of the town in the cancellation must be connected to the subject of the 
postage stamp (eg. birth, creation, activity, death, event, location found etc).  This is a common problem 
with many Post Office issued cards that are incorrectly described as "maximum" cards.  Often only one 
stamp in a set has correct PLACE concordance.  So the "first day" cancellation issued by the Philatelic 
Bureau can often only be used for one stamp in the set.  Do not use it for other stamps if there is no place 
concordance.  The same principle applies to all cancellations.  Sometimes private creations are made with 
the most easily available cancellation, having no regard to place concordance.

2.  Postcard made for stamp issue (not reproducing a pre-existing document).  This is also a common 
problem of many Post Office issued cards.  The postcards are commissioned specifically for the stamp 
release, including the artwork/photography/design of the postcard.  These are not "maximum" cards.

3. Affixing more than one postage stamp to picture postcard.  From 1978 only one postage stamp can be 
affixed to the front of the postcard, unless it is a se-tenant design of the same subject matter.

4.  Cancellation does not "tie" postage stamp to postcard.  Sometimes postal authorities just do a poor job 
of cancelling your maximum card.  If they miss the postage stamp completely, it is NOT valid.

The table assumes that all FIP rules in creating the maximum card have been followed.  
See the footnote below for common examples of INVALID maximum cards.

Non-Works of Art:
Maximum points = 16 (5 + 1 + 5 + 5)
Excellent score = 10+
Think again = > 10
Don’t bother = 8 or less

EXAMPLE SCORES

1. Modern Postcard / Unquestionable Concordance / First Day Cancel:  10 points = Excellent Score
2. Postcard Specially Made / Unquestionable Concordance / First Day Cancel:  9 points = Think Again (why the effort?)
3. Postcard Specially Made / Very Good Concordance / First Day Cancel:  7 points = Don’t bother (why the effort?)
4. Early Postcard / Unquestionable Concordance / In Use Short Period: 14 points = Excellent Score
5. Early Postcard / Very Good Concordance / First Day Ordinary Cancel: 11 points = Excellent Score
6. Modern Postcard / Very Good Concordance / First day Cancel: 8 points = Don’t bother (why the effort?)
Works of Art:
7. Modern Postcard / Unquestionable Concordance / First day Cancel / Work NOT in country [A]: 13 points = Think Again
8. Early Postcard / Unquestionable Concordance / First day Cancel / Work NOT in country [B]: 14 points = Think Again

Works of Art^^

Artwork located in stamp issue country
Artwork created in stamp issue country

Artwork not created or located in stamp issue 
country:

   [A] Country where artwork created or
           located has NOT yet issued a stamp

    [B] Country where artwork created or
            located HAS issued a stamp

^^ When a work of art is an INTEGRAL part of a 
monument (this could be sculpture, fresco, stained 
glass, mosaic etc), the postage stamp should be 
cancelled at the nearest post office to the place 
where the monument is located.  The rule regarding 
“monuments” will apply – there is only ONE place 
that gives the required concordance – where the 
monument/structure is LOCATED.  If a country in 
which the monument is NOT located issues a postage 
stamp = INVALID MAXIMUM CARD.

+ 5
+ 5

+ 3

+ 1

All Works of Art:
Maximum points = 21 (5 + 1 + 5 + 5 + 5)
Excellent score = 15+
Think again = > 15
Don’t bother = 12 or less

Points  A
llocaiton
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Notes on Grading 
Maximum Cards –

Points Allocation
Maximaphily is the congruence of three 

elements that must work together – the 

postage stamp, picture postcard, and 

cancellation.  Each of these elements  of 

themselves can have positive and negative 

influences on what constitutes a “great” 

maximum card.  This therefore requires 

a method of evaluation to balance each 

element in combination, to work together as 

one.

This scoring chart ensures that modern 

postcards are not penalised unless their subject 

concordance is less than “unquestionable” 

and their cancellation is less than the official 

first day of usage.  It weighs heavily against 

the creation of a private postcard, which is 

occurring with greater frequency.  Further, 

it discourages the use of an official first day 

cancellation that does not thematically link 

to the subject, even if there is proper place 

concordance – better to get an ordinary 

cancellation of the place in question!  Finally, 

it gives proper respect to works of art.  Why 

make your own postcard to create a maximum 

card of an artwork that is not located in the 

country of stamp issue, if it already exists in 

another?  It seems a waste of time.

While this exercise has a degree of subjectivity 

in its construction, it presents an objective 

method of assessing and scoring maximum 

cards.  Please note that any maximum card 

deemed as invalid for even one reason, has 

no place in maximaphily.  This chart can also 

be used in assisting to analyse the World 

Maximum Card challenge selections.  It would 

appear that several entries in the challenge 

this year are not even valid under FIP rules, 

and should be excluded on that basis alone.

EARLIEST MAXIMUM CARDS OF  

ASIA PACIFIC

Japan
1906

Brunei
1914

Thailand
1922

China
1903


