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Message from the President 

 
The last issue of the North American Maximaphily Journal was published in January of 2008.  With 

the passing of our President Daniel Olsen a short time later, our club was not seemingly able to 

sustain itself without his leadership.  However, the time has come to bring back our Journal and 

reorganize our club. 

 

Already, you should notice some positive differences in the new MACSU Journal.  We have joined 

the 21
st
 century and we are sending the Journal to you digitally.  This will save money—no paper, 

printing, or mailing fees!  We will continue to mail the journal to those members who do not have 

internet access.  Scans of our featured maximum cards will now be in color so that the beauty of the 

cards will be more vividly displayed.  Also obviously evident is the fact that the layout of the 

journal is less than professional.  The combination of being a novice to publication layout and the 

fact that it was attempted on dated WORD software leaves room for improvement in future journal 

issues. 

 

There is no cost for this first issue and we will be sending it out to as many maximum card 

collectors around the world as we can locate email addresses.  It will be sent by email to the FIP 

Maximum Card Presidents of 44 different countries and they will be encouraged to forward it on to 

their club members. 

 

Your input is needed for this journal to be successful.  While I have written all of the articles in this 

first issue, it is my desire that many of you will contribute to future MACSU Journals.  You may 

write a full-fledged article, or send in a scan with a short description of one of your recent 

realizations.  Your articles need not be formal tomes.  They can be personal, light-hearted and fun.  

Articles that tell “how to” realize maxicards will be especially welcomed.  As the North American 

Maximaphily Journal, we do not want to limit ourselves to USA issues and topics.  Let’s include 

Canadian, Central American, United Nations (NY), and maybe some Caribbean maximum card 

subjects. 

 

With our minimal production costs, we can offer club membership at the reduced rate of $12 per 

year ($17 if you need the journal mailed to you domestically, or $20 if you need the journal mailed 

to you internationally).  Please send your dues to our new Treasurer: 

 

Gerard Marandino                                   OR, you can pay your dues through PayPal 

5105 Skyline Village Ct.                         Send dues to:   MAXICARDS@gmail.com 

Alexandria, VA   22302                          This is especially convenient for our international members. 

 

Do you want a members’ comment section?   ...a section for card sales and/or exchanges?   …a card 

critique forum?    Send your ideas, comments, articles, card scans to me at 

terryw7633@comcast.net . 

 

Happy Collecting! 

 

Terry Watson 

 

 

 

mailto:terryw7633@comcast.net
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Wonders of America 

Land of Superlatives 
Terry Watson 

 

On May 27, 2006, the United States Postal Service issued a pane of stamps that featured 40 of the 

most remarkable places, structures, plants and animals in the United States.  These 40 stamps depict 

the “tallest”, “fastest”, “largest”, “highest”, “hottest”, “oldest”, “deepest”, “longest”, “rainiest”, 

“most active”, and “loudest” that America has to offer.  While most of the stamps feature things 

found in nature, six of the stamps depict man-made structures. 

 

With stamp issues that feature many different sites, it is often a challenge to realize maximum cards.  

Appropriate post cards of some of the more obscure sites are often difficult to locate.  For example, 

I still have not located a post card that pictures Hawaii’s Mount Wai’ale’ale, America’s “Rainiest 

Spot”.  Thus I do not yet have a complete set of the 40 maximum cards from this issue.  Also, with 

large stamp issues that feature sites from all over America, it has been difficult to obtain concordant 

place cancellations.  The official first day of issue site was Washington, DC and only a few of the 

stamps in this issue can be concordantly linked to our capital city.  One Washington, DC concordant 

card is of the “Loudest Animal”, the Blue Whale.  Washington, DC’s Smithsonian Institute contains 

a 92 foot model of the Blue Whale (Figure 1).  The Blue Whale’s vocalizations can reach 180 

decibels, but at frequencies below human hearing. 

   

            
                        Figure 1                                                                  Figure 2 

 

The Bison, the U.S.’ “Largest Land Mammal”, can be found in the National Zoo in Washington, 

DC (Figure 2).  A bull bison can weigh up to 2,200 pounds.  This Bison maximum card features an 

unofficial first day of issue cancellation from Washington, DC.  The Wonders of America stamps 

were issued during the World Philatelic Exhibition in Washington and this card obtained a 

“Wonders of America Day Station” cancellation during this event.  

 

The Wonders of America stamp issue received a nation-wide release on May 27, 2006.  A number 

of cities offered unofficial, pictorial first day of sale cancellations.  Mammoth Cave, KY offered a 

pictorial FDC cancellation (“Underground Station”) that depicted a bat and stalactites that could be 

used with the stamp featuring the “Longest Cave”, Mammoth Cave (Figure 3).  This World 

Heritage Site is the longest known cave system in the world, with more than 300 miles of explored 

passageways. 
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                           Figure 3                                                                Figure 4 

 

Another unofficial FDC cancellation that was issued to correspond with the Wonders of America 

stamp issue included a Marquette, Michigan cancel of Lake Superior, the “Largest Lake” (Figure 4).  

Lake Superior is 31,700 square miles in size and holds more water than all of the other great lakes 

combined. 

 

The “Windiest Place” category goes to Mt. Washington, New Hampshire.  The summit of Mt. 

Washington holds the official record for the maximum wind gust on land (not associated with a 

tornado or hurricane) of 231 miles per hour.   The unofficial FDC cancellation from Mt. 

Washington Station ties the stamp to a post card that pictures Mt Washington (Figure 5).   

 

An unofficial FDC cancellation from Claverack, New York picturing a sturgeon was used to realize 

a maximum card of the “Largest Freshwater Fish”, the White Sturgeon (Figure 6).  The white 

sturgeon can reach 20 feet in length and weigh almost 1800 pounds. 

 

      
                            Figure 5                                                                Figure 6 

 

A “Tallest Man-Made Monument Station” pictorial cancellation from St. Louis, Missouri depicts 

the Gateway Arch (Figure 7).  This 630 foot tall arch stands on the banks of the Mississippi River 

and symbolizes the opening of the American West which occurred throughout the 19
th

 century.   

 

Although technically not place concordant, a Honolulu, Hawaii first day cancellation that pictures a 

volcano makes an attractive, collectable card of Kilauea, the “Most Active Volcano” in the United 

States (figure 8).  Kilauea has been actively erupting since 1983. 
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                  Figure 7                                                                 Figure 8                                               

 

Within in a month of the release of the “Wonders of America” stamp issue, other towns offered 

pictorial cancellations that corresponded to this stamp issue.  On June 17
th

, Rawlings, Wyoming 

issued a “Pronghorn Pride Station” cancellation that pictured the “Fastest Land Animal” in 

America, the Pronghorn Antelope (Figure 9).  One source states that the pronghorn can reach speeds 

of 86 km per hour.  On June 19
th

, Key Largo, Florida offered a pictorial cancellation in honor of the 

“Longest Reef” which is located off the Florida Keys (Figure 10).  Note that both stamp and post 

card picture a gray angelfish.  The reefs off the Florida Keys are 120 miles in length. 

 

      
                       Figure 9                                                              Figure 10 

  

 

Mosca, Colorado featured a June 24
th

 cancellation of the Great Sand Dunes, the “Tallest Dunes” 

(Figure 11).  These dunes reach a height of 750 feet above Colorado’s San Luis Valley.  On June 

29, 2006, Mesa Verde, Colorado offered a pictorial cancellation of the “Largest Cliff Dwellings”, 

the Cliff Palace ruins (Figure 12).  In the 13th century, this archeological World Heritage site was 

home to more than 500 Anasazi Indians.   
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                     Figure 11                                                                 Figure 12 

 

Cordova, AK offered a Bering Glacier Station pictorial cancellation on June 1, 2006.  This 

cancellation ties the Largest Glacier stamp to a linen era postcard of a Bering Strait diorama (Figure 

13).   The Bering Glacier Complex covers 2,250 square miles.  A Grand Canyon, AZ cancellation 

that pictures the “tail side” of the Arizona Quarter makes a great triple concordant card that uses the 

Largest Canyon stamp (Figure 14).  The Grand Canyon is 277 river miles long, averages ten miles 

wide and in some locations is one mile deep. 

    
                  Figure 13                                                                Figure 14 

 

The Largest Reptile stamp is tied to a postcard with a Lake City, FL, “Alligator Festival Station” 

cancellation (Figure 15).   Alligators have been known to reach over 14 feet in length.  A pictorial 

cancellation created for use with the 2008 Arizona State Flag stamp works well on the largest cactus 

card (Figure 16).  Saguaro Cactus can reach heights of 60 feet. 

 

    
                    Figure 15                                                                          Figure 16 
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Travel & Maximum Cards 
Terry Watson 

 

My two favorite hobbies are travel and maximaphily.  They both have added a lot of joy to my life.  

But when I combine them, it is really special.  In September, my wife and I traveled to southern 

Africa for our “retirement trip”.  Upon arrival at the Johannesburg airport, I noticed some animal 

stamps on sale at the airport post office.  I had not planned on realizing cards while on the trip, but 

the sight of these stamps got my creative juices flowing.  My first South African purchase was this 

set of “Big Five” wildlife (buffalo, lion, elephant, leopard, rhino) set at the airport post office.  My 

second South African purchase was corresponding postcards.  I was now ready to find a concordant 

place cancellation.  This would not be as easy as it seemed in that most of our two week safari trip 

would be in Botswana and we would be traveling with a group and not have the liberty to choose 

our stops. 

 

Ten days into the trip, we had returned back into South Africa and visited the Polokwane Game 

Reserve where we got a close view of African wildlife, including a rhino.  On our way to our next 

stop, we were listening to the radio and they announced that today was “International Rhino Day”.  

As a fellow maximaphilist, you know what I was thinking.  Our next stop was a modern mall, not 

too far from the game reserve …and this mall had a post office.  Unfortunately, my stamps and post 

cards were packed away and unavailable to me.  Not to be deterred, I bought another different set of 

Big Five stamps from 2001 that the postal clerk had hidden away in the vault.  With our time 

running out (had to be back at the van by 10:00), I bought one rhino postcard, applied the stamp, 

went back to the post office and asked for a cancellation.  Below you can see the result.  I did not 

know the name of this post office until I received the cancellation—Fauna Park P.O.!!!  Talk about 

stumbling into concordance—cancelled at Fauna Park on International Rhino Day. 

 
The next day while in Kruger National Park, I was able to realize 19 additional maxicards of the Big 

Five animals, including a “triple” of a Leopard.  Realizing these cards added to the excitement of 

seeing these animals in the wild and they made great souvenirs of my trip. 
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Fun with Maxicards 
 

 

Philately should be fun and maximaphily offers many                                    

opportunities to have a little fun.   The selection of a    

humorous postcard for card realization is one way to 

put a little humor into your hobby.  The concordance 

is perfect on the skating card (Figure 1), but the card is  

a little irreverent with the selection of a postcard that  

depicts a spill on the ice.  

 

Placing a humorous cancellation onto a humorous card  

doubles the fun, as exemplified by the “Toad Suck  

Station” cancellation strike on an “Eat a Live Toad” for  

breakfast postcard (Figure 2). 

                                                                                            

 

                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                    Figure 1            

                                                                                                                 Stamp:  Scott # 2809 Ice Dancing stamp  

                                                                                                                 Cancellation:  “Figure Skating            

                                                                                                                 Champs LOBEX 1’94 Station”, 

                                                                                                                 Long Beach, CA;  2/5/1994 

                                                                                                                 Postcard:  Virpi Pekkaka  (Finland) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                 Figure 2 

                                                                                                                 Stamp:  Scott # 3105 

                                                                                                                 WY Toad from Endangered Species 

                                                                                                                 Cancellation:  “Toad Suck Station” 

                                                                                                                 Conway, AR;   5/1/98 

                                                                                                                 Postcard:  “Breakfast” by Paper Peddler 

 

 

The two above maximum cards were “planned fun”.  However, sometimes the humor is 

serendipitous and not evident until your cards are returned to you from your request for 

cancellation.  I sent a Yosemite Half Dome card and stamp off for a “USS Yosemite 

Decommissioning Station” cancellation in 1994.   The realized card (Figure 3) pictures this Navy 

vessel stranded on the top of Half Dome, much like Noah’s Ark on Mount Ararat. 

 

                                                                 
                                                                                                  Figure 3 

                                                                                                                          Stamp:  Scott # 2280 

                                                                                                                      Flag over Yosemite 

                                                                                                                      Cancellation:  “USS Yosemite  

                                                                                                                      Decommission Station” 

                                                                                                                      Mayport, FL   1/27/1994 

                                                                                                  Postcard:  Scope Enterprises 
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2010 USA Realizations 
 

     
                     Scouting;  7/27/2010   Ft. A.P. Hill, PA           Archie; Sunday Funnies  7/16/2010   Columbus, OH 

 

 

     
         Garfield, Sunday Funnies   7/16/2010    Columbus, OH       Beetle Bailey; Sunday Funnies   7/16/2010   Columbus, OH 

 

 

   
          Monarch Butterfly;   5/17/2010   New York, NY                 Mother Teresa;   9/5/2010   Washington, DC 
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             William Hart;   4/17/10     Oklahoma City, OK             Katharine Hepburn;   5/12/10   Old Saybrook, CT 

 

 

      
Terrier; Animal Rescue;  4/30/10   North Hollywood, CA        Winter Olympics;    1/22/10    Park City, UT   

 

  

         
  J Pollock’s “Convergence”;  3/11/10    Buffalo, NY                   New Mexico State Flag;   10/30/10    Taos, NM 
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      Tabby Cat, Animal Rescue;  10/16/10   Wausau, WI                     Kate Smith;  5/27/10  FDC;   Washington, DC 

 

   
Ponderosa Pine, Holiday Evergreens:  10/21/10  NY, NY                Love Pansies;   4/22/10   Kansas City, MO 
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Card Critique 

 
The below scan depicts an attractive maximum card.  However, there are a number of reasons why 

one would not want to exhibit this card.  The first person to email me with four shortcomings of this 

card will receive a free, FIP correct, USA lighthouse card. 

Email me at terryw7633@comcast.net   

 

 

 

 
 

Stamp:             Maine Statehood;  Scott # 1391 

Postcard:         Edward Hopper’s painting of Captain Upton’s House,   

                        Published by Pomegranate Communications, Inc. 

Cancellation:   Circle-date cancellation from Pond Cove, ME contract station 

                        December 3, 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:terryw7633@comcast.net
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Butchered Cancellations 

 
It’s not too long after you venture into the philatelic activity of realizing maximum cards that you 

begin to feel the frustration that is brought on by having unsatisfactory cancellations returned to 

you.  Most of the time, the glossy postcards are the primary factor and in future articles this journal 

will address the various methods of card preparation that will increase the likelihood of obtaining 

crisp, legible cancellation strikes.  But beyond the issues of high gloss cards, how many ways can a 

cancellation be butchered?  Well, let me count the ways: 

 

There are smeared cancels, unauthorized cancels, cancels that are too light and cancels that are too 

dark.  There are cancellations that are upside down, sideways, and on the wrong side of the card.  

Some cancellation’s location placement obliterates the stamp and some cancellations are so large 

and “busy’ that they obliterate the entire postcard.  There are cancellations that miss the stamp and 

cancellations that miss the postcard.  There are illegible cancellations due to dirty, chipped, or 

leaking canceling devices.  And in this economic climate, the use of cheaper inks can leave 

cancellations that never seem to dry, bleed all over the stamp, or simply evaporate.   

 

With everything that can go wrong, it’s a wonder that there are ever any crisp and legible 

cancellations on our cards.  Below are featured two other types of butchered cancellations—the 

infamous double strike (Figure 1) and the extremely rare triple strike (Figure 2).    

“If at first you do not succeed, try, try again!” 

   

        
Figure 1  double strike from Stone Mountain        Figure 2    triple strike of regular four-bar hand cancel from 

GA on Celebrate the Century “Laser”                   Deerfield, NH on Greetings from New Hampshire stamp. 

affixed to Stone Mountain Laser Show 

postcard.   One cancel is located lower 

center of card & the other can be seen  

within the fireworks.                                             
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Best Maximum Card of the Year 
 

 

Recently all of the North American maximaphilists of whom we are aware were asked to submit their 

favorite 2010 realizations as entries into the Best Maximum Card of the Year Contest.  Seven entries were 

received and the scans of these cards can be seen on the next two pages: 

 

                   
             Negro Baseball Leagues;   4/16/10    Kansas City, MO                Year of the Rabbit;  1/14/10   Los Angles, CA 

             Submitted by Terry Watson                                                            Submitted by Sun Yu 

 

 

 

                                                 
            Tom Mix;   4/17/10  Oklahoma City, OK                        Monarch Butterfly;  5/17/10  Monarch, MT 

             Submitted by Frank Kohut                                               Submitted by Sun Yu 

 

 



 15 

 

 

                           
             Mother Teresa;    9/5/10    Washington, DC                    Angel with Lute;  10/21/10    New York, NY 

             Submitted by Dorin Cojocariu                                         Submitted by Dorin Cojocariu 

 

 

North American maximaphilists were given the opportunity to view all seven cards and place their 

vote for the maximum card that they wanted to represent the USA in the Best Maximum Card 

World Competition that is to be held at INDIPEX 2011 in India in February 2011. 
 

                  And the Winner is ….. 

 
                          Winslow Homer’s “Boys in the Pasture”    8/12/10     Portland, ME 

                            Submitted by Sun Yu of Menlo Park, CA 
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Best Maximum Card World Competition, 2009 
 

The seventh annual Best Maximum Card World Competition sponsored by the Federation 

Internationale de Philatelie’s (FIP) Maximaphily Commission, was held in Rome in October 2009 

at ITALIA 2009.   The contest featured one maximum card from 45 different countries that was 

realized in 2008.  First prize went to a creation by Nicos Rangos of Cyprus depicting the Statue of 

Aphrodite.   This statue dates from aroun 100 B.C. and is located in the Cyprus Museum in Nicosia . 

Aphrodite was the goddess of beauty and love. Poet Hesiod (8
th

 cent. B.C.) describes that she was 

born near Paphos in Cyprus. Her Roman equivalent is the goddess Venus.  

 

 

 
 
 

On the following two pages the 2009 maximum card of the year entrants from Canada and the USA 

are pictured in their Display Pages that were submitted into the Best Maximum Card World 

Competition that was held in October 2010 in Lisbon. Portugal.   

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goddess
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beauty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hesiod
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venus_(mythology)
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