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Letter From the President 
 

OK, the time for talk is over.  We have discussed the need to expand our hobby, but now 

it is time for action!  Implementation for expansion has begun. 
 

First:   We will have high visibility at the upcoming AMERICOVER 2018 Stamp Expo 

which will be held just outside of Atlanta on August 3-5.  We have reserved space in the 

show hall.  Our table will be manned by a MACSU club member for most of the bourse 

hours.  To date, I am aware of at least five MACSU members who will be attending this 

stamp show.  We have printed a MACSU banner that will draw attention to our booth.  

We will be giving away copies of one of our recent North American Maximaphily Jour-

nals to any one that shows interest.  We are printing “frozen treat” postcards that we 

will give away with instructions on how to turn them into a concordant maximum card 

using the recently released “Frozen Treats” stamps and the pictorial Show Cancel of 

popsicles.  We will have a large number of cards for sale at low prices.  We will be plac-

ing a number of maximum cards into the free Youth Stamp Distribution Center to be 

given away to new collectors.  In addition, we will have a Power Point presentation at 

10:00 am on Saturday, August 4th, in the DeKalb Room.    
 

Second:  We have implemented another strategy of linking up with other philatelic 

clubs and organizations.   I have submitted two maximaphily articles for publication to 

two other clubs.  Both the Ebony Society of Philatelic Events and Reflections (ESPER)     

and the Disney clubs have agreed to publish these maximum card articles in their jour-

nals.  ESPRA, the club for African American Philately, has agreed to publish an article 

of African American Baseball players in an upcoming edition of their award-winning 

journal,  It will be similar to the article starting on the next page of this journal.  This 

article will be more about “what makes a maximum card” than about the actual players.   

Disneyana on Stamps Society has also agreed to publish an article of Disney Villain 

maximum cards in one of their upcoming journals.  I intend to send a short maximum 

card article on Sally Ride maximum cards to the Space Unit of the American Topical As-

sociation.    There are a number of other specialty clubs in which I will continue to make 

contact.  If other clubs are like ours, they are eagerly seeking articles to publish in their 

journals and newsletters. 
 

Third:  In our last journal, I asked our membership to help locate former MACSU mem-

bers for whom we have no current contact information.  I am happy to say that this re-

quest led to locating two former members, one of whom has rejoined MACSU. 
 

Fourth:  MACSU has recently entered our journal in to two Philatelic Literature Com-

petitions; one for CHICAGOPEX and the other in Italia2018 Stamp Expo that will be 

held in Verona.    Do we think we will win anything?  No, but we will gain feedback on 

how to improve our journal and we should also gain some exposure.   

 

If you have ideas on how to promote maximum card collecting, please send your ideas to 

me at terryw7633@comcast.net. 
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African-American Baseball Players 
 

Maximaphily is a hobby in which three components--stamp, postcard and post-

mark-- all come together to create what is called a maximum card.  With the use of 

African-American baseball players, this article will explain what this field of phi-

lately entails. 

Jackie Robinson was the first African-

American to play in the major leagues and 

the U.S. Postal Service has commemorated 

him on three postage stamps.  The first Jack-

ie Robinson stamp (Scott #2016) was issued 

as part of the Black Heritage series.   The 

first maximum card (Fig. 1) has this stamp 

affixed to the picture side of a Robinson post-

card that was published by Melrose Park 

Publishing Company.   The postmark is the 

third component in the creation of a maxi-

mum card.  This maximum card was complet-

ed with a pictorial, “Baseball Hall of Fame 

Induction Day Station” cancel from Cooper-

stown, NY, the home of the National Baseball 

Hall of Fame Museum.  Robinson was induct-

ed into the Hall of Fame in 1962.  Scott #2016 

was issued in 1982, while the cancellation is 

from 1997.   It is often mistakenly assumed 

that “correct” maximum cards must have 

First Day of Issue cancellations.  This is not 

true.  While postmarks that are closer to the 

issue date are generally more desirable, a pic-

torial cancel that is offered even 17 years la– 

ter is acceptable. 

 

The Jackie Robinson stamp from the Cele-

brate the Century series (Scott #3186j) has 

been affixed to the picture side of a postcard 

of Robinson that was published by Pomegran-

ate Publications.  On this maximum card 

(Fig. 2), a pictorial cancellation from Vero 

Beach, Florida ties the stamp to the picture 

side of the card.  To be a “correct” maximum 

card the postmark that is used must be from 

a town or city with some connection 

(concordance) to the stamp and postcard.   
 

                                                                                                                                       Fig. 2                                                                   

 

            Fig. 1                        
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Jackie Robinson played his entire 10-year  

major league career with the Brooklyn 

Dodgers.  The Brooklyn Dodgers created 

“Dodgertown”, a training complex in Vero 

Beach in 1948.  Jackie Robinson homered 

in the first exhibition game in Vero Beach 

in that year.  The pictorial postmark pic-

tures the Dodger logo, which provides fur-

ther concordance. 

 

The U.S. Postal Service honored Jackie 

Robinson with a third stamp (Scott #3408a) 

as part of the 2000 Legends of Baseball is-

sue.  The maximum card using this stamp 

(Fig. 3) uses a “Legends of Baseball” post-

mark from Cooperstown, NY that franks a 

Hall of Fame postcard that pictures a 

plaque of Robinson.  With a Hall of Fame 

postcard and cancel matched with Robinson 

being a member of the Hall of Fame, this 

card is very concordant.   

 

 

 

The 2000 Legends of Baseball issue fea-

tured three other African-Americans.  The 

Josh Gibson maximum card (Fig. 4) uses 

the Josh Gibson stamp (Scott #3408r) from 

this issue that has been affixed to a 1992 

Magnum Comics postcard picturing him at 

bat and in PROFILE.  A postcard that is 

older than the stamp is preferred in the 

creation of maximum cards.  However, a 

postcard that pictured Gibson in a catching 

position instead of him hitting would have 

made a better maximum card as the post-

card used in “realizing” a maximum card 

should show as much “visual concordance” 

as possible.  The stamp is tied to the post-

card with a 2005 pictorial “National Base-

ball Hall of Fame” postmark from Cooper-

stown, NY.   

Fig. 3 

 

                                            Fig. 4 
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Another Legends of Baseball maximum 

card (Fig. 5) with a Cooperstown “National 

Hall of Fame” postmark, this time from 

2012, ties the Satchel Page stamp (Scott 

#3408p) to a postcard published by Pome-

granate Publications of him pitching.  

Cooperstown, NY offers a special, pictorial 

postmark every summer.  Satchel Page’s 

name is synonymous with the Negro Base-

ball Leagues.  After 21 years in the Negro 

Leagues, Page became the oldest rookie to 

play major league baseball when he pitched 

for the Cleveland Indians in 1948 at the 

age of 42.  He pitched his last game in 

1965, becoming the oldest person to play in 

the major leagues. 
                                                                Fig. 5 

 

 

      Fig. 6 

T h e  R o b e r t o 

Clemente stamp 

(Scott #3408j) from 

the Legends of Base-

ball issue has been 

placed on the picture 

side of a “Memories 

of Forbes Field” post-

card that pictures 

Clemente in right 

field.  

The postmark used to complete this maximum card (Fig. 6) is a concordant pictori-

al cancellation from Carolina, Puerto Rico, Clemente’s hometown.  This “Roberto 

Clemente Heroes Station” postmark from 2003 pictures a baseball diamond.  
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The 2008 Baseball Sluggers stamp is-

sue featured one African-American, 

Roy Campanella.  The Roy Campan-

ella maximum card (Fig. 7) features 

Campanella, a slugging catcher, who 

won the National League’s Most Valua-

ble Player Award in 1951, 1953 and 

1955.  The Campanella stamp (Scott 

#4080) has been affixed to a real photo 

postcard of him and has been post-

marked with an official First Day of Is-

sue from the Bronx, NY.  While Cam-

panella played for 10 years in nearby 

Brooklyn, the Bronx postmark is con-

cordant in that he played a pivotal role 

in the Dodger’s winning their first 

World Series title against the Yankees 

in the Bronx’s Yankee Stadium in 

1955.  
 

                                                                             Fig. 7 

 

Fig. 8 

In 2010 the US Postal Service issued 

two stamps that commemorated Negro 

Leagues Baseball.  One of these stamps 

featured Rube Foster and a maximum 

card (Fig. 8) has been created of this 

legendary pitcher who is known as “the 

Father of Black Baseball”, organizing 

the first Black league in 1920.  Scott 

#4466 has been affixed to a Pomegran-

ate Publications postcard of Foster that 

has received an official First Day of Is-

sue cancellation from Kansas City, MO.  

Kansas City is a concordant place can-

cel in that the Negro League Baseball 

Museum is located there.  It must be 

noted that some FDC cancellations do 

not meet place concordance standards 

and, therefore, some first day cancels 

can not be used in the creation of maxi-

mum cards.   
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The 2012 Baseball All Stars stamp is-

sue featured two African-Americans, 

Larry Doby and Willie Stargell. The 

Larry Doby and Willie Stargell maxi-

mum cards both use postcards pub-

lished by Perez-Steele Galleries.  The 

Larry Doby maximum card (Fig. 9) us-

es Scott # 4695 that has received an of-

ficial pictorial First Day of Issue Cancel 

from Cooperstown, NY.  With all three 

maximum card components (stamp, 

postcard, and cancellation) depicting a 

baseball player at bat makes this maxi-

mum card a highly desirable “triple”.  

Larry Doby was the second Negro 

League ball player to break the major 

league’s color barrier in 1947.  In 1978, 

Doby also became the second black 

manager in the major leagues. 

Willie Stargell was the other African-

American featured in the Baseball All 

Stars issue of 2012.  Scott #4596  has 

been affixed to the picture side of a 

Willie Stargell postcard and has re-

ceived an official first day of issue can-

cellation from Pittsburgh, PA.   

Stargell played his entire 21-year ca- 

reer with the Pittsburgh Pirates, 

where he was popular with fans be-

cause of his style of play, his affable 

manner, and his ability to hit the long 

ball.  He was inducted into the Base-

ball Hall of Fame in 1988. 

Fig. 9 

Fig. 10 
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for the use in the creation of this “maximum” card”.  The rules of maximaphily es-

tablished by the International Federation of Philately (FIP) state that a postcard 

must not have been created expressly for the making of a maximum card.  This 

FIP standard means that the “official maximum cards” issued by postal admin-

istrations are not true maximum cards.  They are still collectable, but they should 

not be used in an exhibit. 

 

The other Roberto Clemente maximum card (Fig. 12) has Scott #2097 affixed to 

the picture side of a J.B Jeffers Ltd published postcard of the statue of Clemente 

that stands outside of Pittsburgh’s Three Rivers Stadium.  This card is problemat-

ic for a couple of reasons.  The post card was published in the late 1990s, while the 

stamp was issued in 1984.  FIP standards for correct maximum cards require that 

the postcard be as old, or older than the stamp.  This postcard was published more 

than a decade after the stamp was issued.  The Clemente statue was erected in 

1994.  Additionally, although place concordant, the circle-date cancellation from  

Two final cards that use the 

1984 Roberto Clemente 

stamp (Scott #2097)  provide 

other defining characteristics 

of maximum cards.  The card 

(Fig. 11) provides an example 

of what is not a correct maxi-

mum card.  Although the 

stamp, postcard and post-

mark are all concordant, the 

postcard was created by 

Unicover Corporation solely 
                           

                                                       Fig. 11                  

Pittsburgh, PA is not a 

good one.  Ordinary circle-

date postmarks are ac-

ceptable in the creation of 

maximum cards.   Howev-

er, circle-date postmarks 

that frank a card more 

than five years after the 

stamp’s issue date are not 

valued.  The 2001 post-

mark is 17 years later that 

the year that the stamp 

was issued. 
                                     Fig.12 

It is hoped that these African-American baseball player maximum cards have  

given a good introduction to the basics of maximaphily. 
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                  2017 USA Maximum Card of the Year 
 

Thanks goes out to those of you who participated in the 2017 USA Maximum Card 

of the Year Competition, either in the submission of a card and/or in casting your 

vote.  Four MACSU members (Frank Kohut, Ying Huang, Sun Yu Ng and Terry 

Watson) submitted the seven entries.    

In this competition, MACSU members 

were asked to send their first, second and 

third choices for the card of the year.  

First place votes were given three points, 

second place votes—two points, and third 

place votes—one point.  All seven cards 

received votes, showing that all were qual-

ity cards. 

 

The Monarch Butterfly card received the 

most votes and will represent the USA in 

the international FIP Maximaphily 2017 

Maximum Card of the Year Competition.  

This card has several positive attributes 

that should help it to score points in the 

international contest.  Butterflies are a 

popular topic.  The postmark is an 

“unofficial” first day of issue cancellation, 

a little more difficult postmark than an 

official FDC.  The pictorial cancellation of 

a butterfly makes this card a desirable 

“triple”. 

 

The Disney Villain, Ursula, placed second 

in the USA competition.  This card can be 

viewed on the cover of our previous jour-

nal.   Andrew Wyeth’s painting  of Christi-

na’s World came in third.  This card can 

be viewed on page 27 of this journal. 

Stamp:  Monarch Butterfly on Goldenrod from 

    the Protect Pollinators issue,  Scott # 5232 

 

Postcard:  Postcard on Pickerel Weed,  

    published by Barton-Cotton, Inc. 

 

Postmark:  Unofficial, pictorial FDC, Stamp   

    show Station, Richmond, VA    8/3/2017 

A suggestion has been made that we try something a little different next year with 

the USA Maximum Card of the Year Competition.  The suggestion is that once 

cards are submitted for the 2018 card, that we open discussion regarding our 

thoughts about the pros and cons of each card.  Voting on the cards would then  

occur after the public evaluations have been made.  Let me know about what you 

think of this idea. 
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2017 International Cards Realized by MACSU Member, Sun Yu Ng 

It is the opinion of the editor of this journal that 

any one of these cards realized by MACSU mem-

ber, Sun Yu Ng, could win the FIP’s Maximum 

Card of the Year Competition.  However, this 

will not happen because of the manner in which 

each country submits the maximum cards that 

will represent their country.  The FIP Delegate 

for Maximaphily for each country submits the 

card that they want to represent their country.  

Because Sun Yu is realizing these cards on his 

own from the United States, they are not seen 

by the French, German, British, and Turkish 

FIP Delegates and therefore, will not be consid-

ered as entrants for the Maximum Card of the 

Year Competition.  That is too bad, because as 

the delegate for the USA, I could easily see my-

self voting for Sun Yu’s Windsor Castle card as 

the 2017 International Maximum Card of the 

Year! 
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ITALIAN POSTS REMEMBER FRANCESCO TASSO, LEADER OF THE  
EUROPEAN POSTS OF THE RENAISSANCE 

                                                    by Giorgio Migliavacca 
 

On November 11, 2017 Poste Italiane issued a stamp commemorating the 500th an-

niversary of the death of Francesco Tasso, the mastermind of European postal com-

munications. Pictured here is a maximum card franked with the said stamp can-

celled on first day of issue by a perfectly matching pictorial postmark used at Cam-

erata Cornello (near Bergamo) - the cradle of the Tassis dynasty which had high 

prominence in the postal sector. The dynasty also included  the famous poet Tor-

quato Tasso, author of the celebrated Gerusalemme Liberata (Jerusalem Delivered, 

first published in 1581). The portrait of Francesco Tasso featured on this stamp is 

taken from a tapestry preserved at the Museum of the City of Brussels; Francesco 

is portrayed while he is delivering a letter to a Caesarean superintendent of Holy 

Roman Emperor Maximilian I who benevolently stands between the two. 
 

Born in 1459 at Cornello, Francesco joined the family’s postal enterprise at a time 

when Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian I (1459-1519) was greatly appreciative of 

the progress made by the highly reliable and loyal Tassis throughout his empire. 

Francesco’s immediate relatives who served the Habsburg included Pasino and 

Ruggero Sr. and Jr. During the 1400s Francesco’s forebears had been able to get a 

foothold as first rate postal entrepreneurs both in Venice and Rome; such an 

achievement was made possible by the efforts made by his pioneering ancestors 

since the early 1300s. 
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During the twilight of the 1400s, Maximilian I availed himself of the services of 

Janetto Tassis (Francesco’s brother), and Ruggero and Leonardo. In 1501, the 

Archduke of Austria, Philip the Handsome (1478-1506), son of Maximilian I and 

Mary of Burgundy, elevated Francesco to the rank of captain and postmaster of 

the posts of The Netherlands. After ascending to the throne of Castile, Philip en-

trusted Francesco with the management and coordination of the posts of Spain, 

Germany and Gelderland and by extension the posts linking Flanders with France 

and Austria. Such a colossal endeavour entwining most of Western Europe re-

quired commensurate financing.  

 

Philip’s son, better known to us as Charles V, ruled at the time King Charles I of 

Spain took the reins of an immense empire. In 1516 the new monarch issued let-

ters patent reaffirming the 1501 and 1505 assignments given by his father to 

Francesco and entrusting him and his brother Giovan Battista with the task of 

coordinating and managing a decidedly European and modern postal network 

linking the Iberian and Italian peninsulas to Austria, Germany and Flanders, in-

cluding the inevitable transits on French and Papal territories. Needless to say, to 

succeed in such an ambitious venture the Habsburg was forced to double the pre-

vious postal budget. As Professor Bottani in his recent biography of Francesco apt-

ly put it, “the Tassis’ posts had become a veritable continental enterprise, the first 

of its kind with an unmistakably European mold”. 

 

One year later Francesco, who had served two kings and one emperor, died and 

his nephew Giovan Battista was elevated to the title of postmaster general of the 

imperial posts of the Habsburg. To this day, Francesco Tasso remains a remarka-

ble figure of European postal history whose legacy influenced the postal communi-

cations of the Old and New Worlds for the ensuing centuries.  

Fun With Maximum Cards 
 

Sometimes it is fun just to see what you can throw together! 

Stamp:  Sun & Clouds from  

    Exploring the Solar System souvenir  

    sheet, Scot # 3410e 

 

Postcard:  Sunny Luxembourg, published  

    By MPK, Messageries du Livre 

 

Postmark:  regular, circle-date cancel. 

    Luxembourg, WI    1/5/2001 
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Travel and Maximum Cards 

 
Things are not always as they seem.  Sometimes you think that you have hit the 

jackpot, but in the end, not so much.  While traveling in New Zealand I had such a 

situation.  In every tourist town that my wife and I visited, we found that the local 

tourist office had stamps for sale and often they also were selling matching post-

cards.  It almost seemed too easy.  Buy the stamps and postcards, walk a block 

down the street and get a concordant cancellation at the local post office.  Bingo!  

Realization heaven!   But as it is said, “if it seems too good to be true, it is too good 

to be true”.    

The first “stamps” that I bought 

were of five New Zealand birds.  

Postcards of these birds were 

easy to locate and purchase.  

And of course, a maximum card 

of New Zealand’s iconic Kiwi 

bird would be possible.  I was 

quite proud to have matched my 

Kiwi stamp and postcard with a 

postmark from Whakatane.  

The person manning the desk at 

the   Whatatane  Tourist   Office 

told me that their town had the largest popu-

lation of Kiwis of anywhere in New Zealand, 

over 300 birds.  Great concordance! 

 

Another of the five bird stamps that I initially 

purchased was of the Kia.  The kia is the only 

alpine parrot and it primarily lives on New 

Zealand’s South Island.  An exception is on 

the volcanoes in Tongariro National Park.  In 

the town of Ohakune, just below the park, I 

obtained the local town’s postmark. 
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In Kaikura, while waiting 

to board a boat for a whale 

watching expedition, I was 

able to create three whale 

cards and one dolphin card.  

The whale watch was in-

credible as there are very 

few places in the world 

where sperm whales can be 

observed this close to shore.  

The trip ended with a pod of 

over 150 dolphins leaping 

and frolicking on all sides of 

our boat for a half hour. 

The town of Oamaru is 

known for its colony of the 

very rare Blue Penguins.  I 

was able to create three 

cards in this town, includ-

ing one in which the stamp 

and postcard were of the 

same photograph.  Exact 

visual concordance!  This is 

getting really good. 

Another bird maximum card 

was made when I matched 

up a Kingfisher bird and a 

Kingfisher postcard and re-

ceived a postmark from the 

town of Taupo.  Kingfishers 

live throughout New Zea-

land, anywhere that is close 

to fresh  water.  Taupo is lo-

cated on the eastern edge of 

Lake Taupo,  More concord-

ancy! 
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But it was at this last post office that the clerk asked me, “You know that these are 

not New Zealand stamps?  They are worthless as philatelic material.”   My re-

sponse, “What do you mean they are not New Zealand stamps?  The stamps clearly 

state they are for “international postage” and the booklet that they were packaged 

in says to drop them in any blue mail box.”   The postal clerk then gave me a short 

explanation of the partial privatization of the New Zealand mail system with DX 

Mail taking on many delivery responsibilities, including much of the international 

postcards sent by tourists. 

As I walked away from the Kaikura 

post office, my thoughts were of all 

the time and money that I had 

wasted on this project.  But then I 

thought about all of the excitement 

of finding matching postcards and 

stamps from places that I had visit-

ed.   And of what great souvenirs 

these cards were of my trip.  And, 

hey, they might make a good topic 

for a journal article! 

Upon returning home, I checked out 

the www.dxmail.co.nz website for 

DX Mail and learned about this 

company that was competing with 

New Zealand Post.  DX Mail adver-

tises itself as “NZ’s only alternative 

mail provider, more frequent, more 

agile, better value”.  On their web-

site, they have are over 200 different 

stamps for sale. 

Could private companies de-

livering “the mail” be in the 

future of maximaphily.  Obvi-

ously, my misdirected at-

tempts to realize cards with 

private company stamps and 

New Zealand Post cancella-

tions would never be right.  

But do such stamps get 

franked, and if so, would it be 

possible to obtain correct max-

imum cards? 
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                   Personalized Stamps & Maximum Cards 
 

In November of 2013, the FIP Board approved at its Meeting in Rio de Janeiro, the 

proposed: Amendments to the SREV and Guidelines on Personalized Stamps and 

other points.  These Amendments had first been adopted by all the Delegates at-

tending the FIP Maximaphily Commission Conference in Jakarta in June of 2012.  

 

With the advent and FIP acceptance of  Personalized Stamps, it is now possible to 

push the limits of traditional  maximaphily.  If you have a specific topic that you 

collect and the Stamp Advisory Board will not approve a stamp in your topic—

create your own stamp through Zazzle.com.  If you want to realize a maximum 

card of yourself, it can be done.  Note the bottom right card of a Philappino woman 

who is a friend of MACSU member, Dorin Cojocariu.    Dorin has been a proponent 

of the acceptance of personalized stamps and cards into maximaphily.  Below are a 

few of his creations. 
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Celebrate the Century—Advances in Communication 
By Terry Watson 

 

The tenth installment of articles featuring Celebrate the Century maximum cards 

focuses this quarter on the huge advances in the field of communication in the 20th 

Century.  Communication advances were especially evident in the use of the tele-

phone, lasers, compact disks, personal computers, and the world wide web. 

 

                         

             Cellular Phones 

Communication technology that once had 

been considered Dick Tracy fantasy be-

came reality in the 1990's.  No longer tied 

to wires, the cellular phone allowed in-

stant communication wherever one might 

find himself.  Initially used as a business 

tool, the cellular phone soon became a 

popular social phenomenon that kept 

friends and family in touch.  Scott #3191o 

is affixed to a Branded Media advertising 

“rack card”.  The official first day of issue 

cancellation is from Escondido, CA and is 

dated May 2, 2000. 

      Telephone Spans  

           the Nation 

In 1915, forty years after Al-

exander Graham Bell's inven-

tion of the telephone, the last 

pole of the transcontinental 

telephone line, linking New 

York with the Pacific Coast, 

was erected.  Scott # 3183e, 

the stamp commemorating 

this event is affixed on a 

COKE Brand Card that pic-

tures a painting of a lines-

man at work.  The painting 

was used as a Coca-Cola bill-

board during the 1950's.  The 

“Celebrate the Century” can-

cellation is from the 2000 

Minnesota Stamp Expo held 

in Crystal, MN.  It is dated 

July 23, 2000. 
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                         Lasers  

The work of two Bell Laboratories sci-

entists, Schawlow and Townes, 

launched a new scientific field and 

opened the door to a multimillion dol-

lar industry.  Laser is an acronym for 

“light amplification by stimulating 

emission of radiation”. The Laser 

would revolutionize a number of in-

dustries from communications to 

medicine. Lasers would even be used 

in entertainment as evidenced by the 

Aerial Photography Services, Inc. 

postcard of Georgia's Stone Mountain 

Park's summer laser show.  Scott 

#3188k was canceled in Stone Moun-

tain, GA on November 24, 1999. 

      Compact Disks 

In 1982 the first five inch 

digital audio Compact 

Discs were marketed in 

Europe and Japan.  The 

emergence of the compact 

disc marked the merging 

of consumer music with 

the computer.  By the end 

of the decade, 9.2 million 

CD players were being 

sold annually in the U.S.  

Scott # 3190h is affixed to 

a Max Racks postcard 

that is advertising for 

Tower Records.  The 

“Delta Music Museum 

Festival & Louisiana Mu-

sic Cavalcade Station” 

was canceled on March 2, 

2002 in Ferriday, LA.  

The cancel pictures a tre-

ble clef as does the stamp. 
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  World Wide Web 

After a number of years 

of development and 

funding by the military, 

the world wide web, or 

the “internet” had gone 

commercial by the mid-

nineties.  The internet 

has drastically changed 

culture and commerce 

with instant communi-

cation.  It has been esti-

mated that in 1993 

about 1% of telecommu-

nication flow was 

through the internet.  

By 2000 this figure had 

grown to 57%.  Scott 

#3190n has been af-

fixed to a Max Racks 

postcard which pictures 

a computer, keyboard 

and screen.  The FDOI 

cancellation is from Es-

condido, CA and is dat-

ed May 2, 2000. 

Personal Computers 

The personal computer 

became affordable and 

popular in the 1980's.  

While it was slow and 

not very powerful as 

compared to today's 

models, it was the be-

ginning of a technologi-

cal revolution in the 

home and office.  Scott 

#3190n is affixed to an 

Art Limited postcard.  

The January 12, 2000 

official FDOI cancella-

tion is from Titusville, 

FL. 
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Recent Realizations—Bioluminescent Life 

Stamp:    Bioluminescent Firefly, 

    Scott # 5268 

 

Postcard:    Firefly,  published by  

    CafePress 

 

Postmark:    Official pictorial FDC, 

    Fort Pierce, FL   2/22/2018 

   

Stamp:    Bioluminescent Bamboo Coral, 

    Scott # 5269 

 

Postcard:  Coral Reef,  published by  

    CafePress 

 

Postmark:    Official pictorial FDC, 

    Fort Pierce, FL   2/22/2018 

   

Stamp:    Bioluminescent, Comb Jelly, 

    Scott # 5266 

 

Postcard:   Comb Jelly, published by  

    CafePress 

 

Postmark:    Official pictorial FDC, 

    Fort Pierce, FL   2/22/2018 
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Recent Realizations—Bioluminescent Life 

Stamp:    Bioluminescent Mushrooms, 

    Scott # 5267 

 

Postcard:   Mushrooms, published by  

    CafePress 

 

Postmark:    Official pictorial FDC, 

    Fort Pierce, FL   2/22/2018 

   

Stamp:    Bioluminescent  Crown  

    Jellyfish, Scott # 5271 

 

Postcard:   Jellyfish, published by  

    CafePress 

 

Postmark:    Official pictorial FDC, 

    Fort Pierce, FL   2/22/2018 

   

Stamp:    Bioluminescent Jellyfish, 

    Scott # 5265 

 

Postcard:   Jellyfish, published by  

    CafePress 

 

Postmark:    Official pictorial FDC, 

    Fort Pierce, FL   2/22/2018 

   



Page 22 

   N o r t h  Am e r i c a n  M a x i m a p h i l y  

Recent Realizations—Protecting Pollinators  

Stamp:   Western Honey Bee 

    On New England Aster, 

    Scott # 5231 

 

Postcard:   Honey Bees on  

    Honeycomb, published by 

    CafePress 

        

Postmark:   unofficial,  

    pictorial “StampShow”  

    FDC , Richmond, VA 

    8/3/2018 

With the Protecting Pollinators stamp issue, the USPS highlights the beauty of two 

insects which provide the important function of pollinating plants.  The U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture defines pollination as “the act of transferring pollen grains 

from the male anther of a flower to the female stigma”.   This transfer is needed in 

order for the plant to propagate.  Flowers must rely on the “vectors” of wind, water, 

birds, bats and other animals that visit the flower to move the pollen from one flow-

er to another.  The most important pollinator, however, are insects.  Butterflies, 

bees, and wasps are considered as the primary pollinators.  With the recent decline 

in the number of honey bees in North America, these pollinators need protection. 

Stamp:   Western Honey Bee  

    On Golden Ragwort,  

    Scott # 5029 

 

Postcard:   Honey Bee, 

    Published by CafePress   

 

Postmark:   unofficial,  

    pictorial “StampShow”  

    FDC , Richmond, VA 

    8/3/2018 
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Recent Realizations—USA 

Stamp:   Monarch Butterfly  

    on red zinnia,  Scott # 5230 

 

Postcard:   Monarch Butter 

    fly,  published by Artcards  

 

Postmark:   unofficial,  

    pictorial “StampShow”  

    FDC , Richmond, VA 

    8/3/2018 

Stamp:   Monarch Butterfly  

    on Goldenrod,  Scott # 5232 

 

Postcard:   “Goldenrod”, Nebraska  

    state flower, published by  

    Capital Engracings     

 

Postmark:   unofficial, pictorial  

    “StampShow” FDC , Richmond,  

    VA   8/3/2018 

Stamp:   Monarch Butterfly  

    on purple coneflower,  

   Scott # 5228 

 

Postcard:   Monarch Butter 

    fly  on purple coneflower , 

    Unknown publisher     

 

Postmark:   unofficial,  

    pictorial “StampShow”  

    FDC , Richmond, VA 

    8/3/2018 
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                    Recent Realizations—USA 

Stamp:  Flag Act of 1818, Scott # 5274 
 

Postcard:  20 Star Flag of 1818, published by CafePress 
 

Postmark:  official, pictorial FDC,  Appleton, WI   6/9/2018 

 

      Stamp:  Illinois Statehood, Scott # (TBA) 
 

      Postcard:  map of Illinois, published by 

          CafePress 
 

      Postmark:  official pictorial FDC.   

          Springfield, IL    5/5/2018 

 

 

Stamp:  Mr. Rogers, Scott # 5275 
 

Postcard:  Mr. Rogers, “I Believe”, 

   published by CafePress 
 

Postmark:  official pictorial FDC,  

    Pittsburgh, PA   3/23/2018 

Stamp:  Peace Rose, Scott # 5280 

 

Postcard:  Peace Rose, published by  

    CafePress 

 

Postmark:  official pictorial FDC, 

    Shreveport, LA   4/21, 2018 
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Recent Realizations 

Older Stamps, Recent Postmarks 

On June 16, 2018, the city of 

Huntsville, Alabama offered a 

pictorial, “NASA 60th Anni-

versary” postmark.  These 

three cards were realized us-

ing stamps issued years ago 

and corresponding postcards. 

Huntsville is a very concord-

ant place cancel in that the 

Marshall Space Flight Center 

and the U.S. Space and Rock-

et Center are located there. 

Stamp:  (above)  Sun & Earth from  

    Exploring the Solar System souvenir  

    sheet, Scot # 3410c 
 

Postcard:  Atlantic Hurricane, 

    published by Plastichrome 

 

 

Stamp: (right) Flag on Moon, Scot # 2419 
 

Postcard:  Apollo 15 moon walk with  

    Flag,  published by Dover Publications 

     

 

Stamp:  (below) Man Walks on the  

    Moon, Scott # 3188c 
 

Postcard:  Apollo 11 Moon Landing, 

    published by Mike Roberts 

These three cards high-

light the difficulties 

maximaphilits often 

have in obtaining ac-

ceptable postmarks.  The 

top card has a crisp post-

mark.  The middle card 

has an acceptable, alt-

hough somewhat heavy 

postmark, while the bot-

tom card is smeared and 

illegible.  The differing 

gloss on the postcards is 

probably the culprit. 
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Recent Realizations—Canada 

Are They or Aren’t They? 

 
At first glance, the below cards appear to have visual concordance.  On the top card, 

both stamp and postcard picture a large, cream white in color, water blossom of 

some type.  The stamp identifies the flower with its Latin, scientific name of Nelum-

bo lutea.  This is not helpful to 99.9% of the general population and further research 

was required to learn that Nelumbo lutea’s common name is the American Lotus.   

Next, to ensure concordance, the bloom on the postcard needed to be identified.  

There is nothing on the card, front or back, that names the flower type.  More in-

depth research was now required. 
 

 Stamp:   American Lotus, 

     (Nelumbo lutea) from  

    Canada’s annual Flower  

    Souvenir Sheet 

 

Postcard:   antique, 

    embrossed postcard of  

    unnamed water flower, 

    Unknown publisher 

 

Postmark:    official, pictorial 

    First Day of Issue.  

    Waterdown,  ON   3/1/2018 

Research began out of curiosity of what the difference was between a water lily and 

a lotus.  Apparently, it is very easy to tell the difference.  Who knew?  Lilies tend to 

have more petals than lotus.  The leaves of lilies lie flat on the water whereas the 

leaves of lotus rise out of the water  Lily blooms also lie flat on the water, while lo-

tus are on stems that rise out of the water, sometimes as high as four feet out of the 

water.  There are several other differences between the two, but  there is enough 

information to determine that this postcard pictures some type of water lily and is 

not an American Lotus.  Thus, this card is not a correct maximum card although, at 

first glance it appears that it might be. 

The back of the card to the 

right identifies the flowers as 

water lilies.  Thus, this card 

is also not a correct maxi-

mum card. 
 

Stamp:   Sacred Lotus (Nelumbo    

    nucifera), domestic rate 
 

Postcard:   linen era postcard of Swan  

    Lake Gardens, Sumter, SC, 

    Published by Florence News Co. 
 

Postmark:    official, pictorial FDC,  

    Waterdown,  ON   3/1/2018 
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CORRECTION:    The creator of the Hammerhead Shark maximum card on page 

24 of the previous journal was misidentified.  Ying Huang was the actual creator of 

this maximum card. 

                                              Letters 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In response to MACSU’s low membership as mentioned in Letter from the 

President in the North America Maximaphily:  Vol. 36,  No. 2:   

“The problem in the United States is that there are no more good stamps (for the 

making of maximum cards).  All of the last stamps that I have seen are very poor 

and people do not have any idea how to make maximum cards with them.” 

                                                                                                 Sebastian Safiano 

In response to the question about the different FDC cancellations on the 

Winslow Homer painting card in the North America Maximaphily:  Vol. 36,  

No. 2, page 10: 

The different sized FDOI postmarks is that the bigger one is a hand cancel (rubber 

composition), and the smaller of the two is the machine cancel ("metal die 

hub").  You don't usually see machine cancels on maximum cards any more -- I guess 

"back in the day" they were sometimes done, especially with the stamp positioned in 

the upper right corner like that, the card could be fed into the cancelling machine.    

                                                                                                      Gary Denis     

In response to North 

America Maximaphily,   

Vol. 36,  No.1  

“Many nice sharks. No boat 

is big enough!” I got only 

one Wyeth card made be-

cause I could not find other 

postcards.  I have a differ-

ent cancel, one from Farns-

worth Art Museum, Rock-

land, ME.  Rockland is less 

than 15 miles from the Ol-

son House in Cushing, ME 

where Cristina lived and 

where Andrew Wyeth is 

buried. Painting is in Muse-

um of Modern Art in New 

York.”                       Sun Yu 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
For The 

MAXIMUM CARD STUDY UNIT of AMERICA 
 

Founded in 1978, the Maximum Card Study Unit (MACSU) is an independent non- profit organi-

zation dedicated to the creation, collection, exchange, enjoyment, display, and study of Maximum 

Cards, by spreading the knowledge of Maximaphily among its members. 

Membership includes a subscription to Maximaphily USA, a quarterly journal featuring news of 

the maximum card world and articles by members and experts in the field. 

Articles featuring topical collecting typically are richly illustrated with maximum cards and share 

the author's insightful knowledge of the subject and his own personal and helpful experience. 

The pages providing information regarding activities of individual members allows members to 

place free advertising for trading, buying, selling and exchanging information. Here the opportuni-

ty to make contacts with members in other countries is provided. 

There are articles evaluating maximum cards according to accepted standards, pointing out good 

qualities and making suggestions for improvement. 

Mail bid auctions are held on occasion, featuring inexpensive cards donated by members. 

Every issue provides a page or two of illustrations of the most recent maximum card creations by 

our members. Every member gets a chance to show his cards and write an article about them. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

MACSU Membership Application 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP: _________________________________________ Country: ______________________ 

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Collecting Interests (Topics, countries, etc.) _______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

(Indicate if you want your name and interests listed in an upcoming issue: YES:  NO ) 

 

Club membership is only $12 per year and includes a quarterly journal emailed to you. If you 

would wish hard copies of the journal sent to you, the dues are $30 annually.  You can pay your 

dues via PayPal.  Send your PayPal payment to MAXICARDS@gmail.com 

 

 

Gerard Marandino, Treasurer                         

5105 Skyline Village Ct.                                   

Alexandria, VA 22302 


